
































































































AMENDMENT TO: 
 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
Idaho State Police Project Concept Paper 

High Priority 
 
Purchase and installation of 700 MegaHertz radios for ISP 
 
The previously submitted project information provided for the purchase and 
installation of 700 MegaHertz equipment has slightly inaccurate information 
regarding the mandate to move into the 700 MegaHertz (MHz) band.  
 
The FCC has not specifically mandated movement to the 700 MHz band by 
public safety by 2012, although it has mandated operation of systems in a 
narrowband configuration by January of 2013.   
 
ISP has experienced a significant number of occurrences where communications 
were lost due to ISP and other public safety operating in different radio spectrum 
bands and as such put law enforcement personnel at risk. To ensure that our 
systems are interoperable with those of county public safety agencies that either 
have transitioned to 700MHz or are currently in the process of doing so (Ada 
County, Bannock County, Bingham County, Teton County, Blaine County, 
Canyon County, Kootenai County, Power County, Clark County, Jefferson 
County, Bonneville County, Madison County, Fremont County, and Caribou 
County), this proposal seeks to purchase and install equipment that will enable 
us to also utilize the 700 MHz frequency.  
 
This request assumes that the basic infrastructure to support 700 MHz is in 
place across Idaho, to support not just us, but also all local law 
enforcement agencies that will utilizing the system. 
 
ISP requires 220 car and motorcycle mounted radios and 200 handheld portable 
radios for Patrol for a cost of $2,300,000, including installation and mounting 
materials. 
 
We also need an additional 100 car mounted and 100 hand held radios for 
Investigations that have Advanced Digital Protection (ADP) encryption 
capabilities for a cost of $1,200,600 including installation, mounting materials and 
8 encryption encoders. 
 
Total cost of this 700 MHz transition is estimated at $3,500,600.00. 
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The previously submitted project information provided for the purchase and 
installation of 700 megahertz equipment has inaccurate information regarding the 
reasoning behind the need to move into the 700 megahertz (MHz) band.  
 
The mandate from the FCC actually stipulates that all public safety entities are 
required to operate their systems in a narrowband configuration by January of 
2013. The FCC has not mandated movement to the 700 MHz band by public 
safety by 2012. 
 
However, it is necessary for ISP to purchase and install equipment to ensure 
interoperability with those county public safety agencies that have or are 
transitioning to the 700 MHz band. Currently, Ada County, Bannock County, 
Bingham County, Teton County, and Blaine County have already transitioned to 
700 MHz systems. Canyon County, Kootenai County, Power County, Clark 
County, Jefferson County, Bonneville County, Madison County, Fremont County, 
and Caribou County will have systems operational between now and early 2010. 
ISP has experienced a significant number of occurrences where communications 
were lost due to ISP and other public safety operating in different radio spectrum 
bands and as such put law enforcement personnel at risk.  
 
In order to ensure ISP’s ability to maintain interoperable communications 
capabilities with all public safety in the State of Idaho, ISP needs to purchase the 
mobile and portable radios that operate in the 700 MHz band and will fully 
transition to 700 MHz as soon as the State of Idaho has systems in place to 
effectively complete the mission of the Idaho State Police. 













American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 
Idaho State Police Project Concept Paper 

High Priority 
 

I.  General Project Description: (Please describe the nature and scope of the project, 
including the need it would address, the desired outcome(s), performance indicators, partner 
agencies, savings to the general fund that might be realized, known restrictions, etc.  Additional 
documentation may be attached to this form. 
 
This project seeks to fill the vacant Blaine/Camas County resident trooper position.  This 
position has been vacant for quite some time.  Currently, the region patrol Captain has 
assigned a trooper to spend, on average, 75% of his patrol time in the Blaine/Camas 
county area.  Four hours of his ten-hour shift are spent in travel to the area.  Therefore, 
it is unreasonable to continue to support the patrol needs in this area from the 
Jerome/Twin Falls patrol staff.  This is due to the distance from the Jerome/Twin Falls 
areas as well as the lack of interstate roadways to travel.  A way to remedy this problem 
may be through an offer from the Idaho Transportation Department to provide the Idaho 
State Police with land, water, sewer, and electrical hook-ups at the ITD facility in Carey.  
ITD is putting in three new manufactured homes in fall of 2008, but have space for a 
fourth home.  They have tentatively offered this space to ISP for a manufactured home 
to be placed on, which would provide housing for a Blaine County resident trooper.  This 
will enable us to provide basic patrol needs to the residents in this area of the state.  We 
currently are unable to provide these services due to the extremely high cost of living for 
the area.   

 
How does this request support the ISP FY2009-2013 Strategic Plan goals? The primary 
goal of ISP Patrol is to: “Provide quality traffic safety enforcement on interstate 
highways and state and federal highways outside city limits.”  In order to accomplish this 
goal, the following four (4) objectives were identified:  1) aggressively enforce 
hazardous violations; (2) direct patrols at high crash locations; (3) provide aggressive 
criminal investigation and apprehension; (4) provide 24 hour patrol coverage in 
metropolitan areas.  This is a statewide goal and is currently not being met in the 
Blaine/Camas county area due to the high cost of living.  Idaho State Police employees 
are not able to afford to live in this area, so we are unable to keep the position filled.  
This position has been vacant for nearly two years with no positive prospect for filling it. 
 
One-time:  The expenses will be one time expenses and will include the purchase of a 
manufactured home with an attached garage, and a foundation for the home.  The total 
cost of the project should not exceed $150,000.  The land, electrical, sewer, and water 
hookups will be provided by the Idaho Transportation Department and will be located at 
the ITD facility in Carey. 
 
This proposal would create local construction jobs for building the facility. 

 
(Please turn form over to continue) 

 
II.  Estimated Federal Costs: III.  Federal Fund Source (s)(Include Title 



 
$150,000 

and Section of the Act):  
Rural Law Enforcement (Title II, Justice)  

IV.  Estimated Non-Federal Costs: 
 
None 

V.  Non-Federal Fund Source(s): 
 
N/A 

VI.  Additional Spending Authority Needed: 
 
$150,000 

VII.  Additional FTP Needed: 
 
None 

VIII.  Project Time Period: 
 
One year 

IX.  Application Deadline 
 
Unknown (not yet published) 

X.  Time Frame for Receipt of Funds: 
 
 
Unknown (not yet published) 

XI.  Your Name and Work Unit/Function: 
 
 
Steve Jones, Major 

XII.  Exit Strategy: (Please describe what will happen when federal funds are fully expended, 
i.e. – will the project continue?  If so, how will it be funded?) 
 
This is a one-time purchase. Maintenance would be from general operating expenses funds. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 












